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Tom Tompkins, P.M.

Master

Greetings from the East.
175 Years of Freemasonry in California

The Grand Lodge of California officially opened in Sacramento on April 10, 1850. On June 24, 1860, Masons laid the cornerstone for the new
Grand Lodge temple in San Francisco. This temple was destroyed in 1906 during the earthquake and fire that destroyed San Francisco. The
temple was located on Montgomery and Post Streets in San Francisco. In May 1861, California masons laid the cornerstone for the new state
capitol building in Sacramento. By 1875, the Grand Lodge of California had chartered almost 200 lodges in California and membership stood at
11,000.

In 1919, the order of DeMolay was founded in California, the Rainbow Assembly followed in 1920, and the Jobs Daughters founded in 1921.
Masonic Public Schools Week was started on September 7, 1920 (now Public Schools month) and Shriners hospital for children opened in San
Francisco 1922-1923.

In the year 1940, before the United States entered WWII, the Nazi regime was purging Germany of Masonic lodges and German masons, it is
believed that between 170,000 and 200,000 German masons were killed.

The new California Masonic Memorial Temple broke ground on October 27,1955, with more than 2,500 masons witnessing this event. In 1965,
California masons numbered 244,586, this would be the peak of masonic membership in California.

The first Hiram award was given by Galt Lodge # 267 on February 26, 1977. On March 5t, 1986, construction began on a new 120 bed skilled
nursing facility in Union City.

California Grand Lodge of Masons entered their first float in the Rose Bowl Parade on January 1, 1987, this continued until 2001.

In 2009 Masons4mitts started to provide baseball mitts for the children around the Bay area. After 15 years of Masons4mitts, the San Francisco
Giants names California Masons Giants official “mitt champion” as the Masonic Foundation pledged a three-year gift of $ 650,000.

Acacia Creek Retirement Community broke ground on March 14, 2010.

Please mark your calendars for October 11t. 2025 for our lodge’s Octoberfest. More information to follow.

Thank you all for your continued support of our food bank. They are very appreciative of the peanut butter, dry cereal, plastic and paper shopping
bags and empty egg cartons our members donate.

Until next time

Fraternally,

Tom Tomph’ms, Master




Bruce Gavin

Senior Warden

Greetings from the West

The history of The George Washington Masonic
National Memorial in Alexandria, VA began with
the 1910 invitation by the Grand Master of
Virginia to other U.S. Grand Masters to create a
fitting tribute to George Washington, the first
U.S. President and a prominent Mason. Conceived by the Alexandria-Washington Lodge and the
Grand Lodges, construction started in 1922 on a hill in Alexandria, with the cornerstone dedicated in
1923.

The exterior was completed by 1931, and President Herbert Hoover dedicated the building in 1932
during George Washington's bicentennial. The impressive structure, designed by Carl Rust Parker,
served as a repository for Washington artifacts and a symbol of American Freemasonry's admiration
for Washington, with its interior and museum spaces fully completed by 1970.

In 1910, the Grand Master of Virginia invited Grand Masters from across the U.S. to Alexandria to
discuss honoring the memory of George Washington. The Grand Lodges of the United States
approved the idea of a colossal, secure building to house treasured artifacts from the Alexandria-
Washington Lodge No. 22.

In 1909, Charles H. Callahan, an officer of Lodge No. 22, strategically purchased lots on a hill for the
memorial's fireproof construction. Construction began with an official groundbreaking ceremony on
June 5, 1922. The cornerstone was laid on November 1, 1923, with a ceremony that included
President Calvin Coolidge, former President William Howard Taft, and thousands of Masons.

The impressive structure's exterior was finished by February 1931, featuring a unique aluminum
double-keystone symbol at its apex. The Memorial was officially dedicated by President Herbert
Hoover on May 12, 1932, in honor of the bicentennial of George Washington's birthday.

While the exterior was completed in 1931, the interior museum and Masonic meeting chambers were
finished over the following decades. The Memorial was officially completed and opened to the public
in 1970. In 2015, it was designated a National Historic Landmark, recognizing its significance as the
only major unified national initiative by Freemasons to honor George Washington.

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial continues to serve as a repository for artifacts, a
meeting place for Masons, and a center to promote the virtues of George Washington through

education and inspiration.

This building and one other, the Arch in St. Louis, MO are the only two structures containing a curved
elevator shaft. In present day, the interior is stunningly beautiful and richly appointed. The 360-
degree view from the catwalk atop the monument offers breathtaking view of the Alexandria area, all
the way to the Capitol Building nearly 8 miles away.

The Memorial is an absolute must-see for every Mason visiting Washington D.C. It has plenty of free
parking and is an easy walk from the King Street / Old Town METRO station.

Bruce W Senior Warden
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Greetings from the South,

.As summer gives way to the crispness of fall, we are reminded of the natural cycles of change,
growth, and reflection - much like the path of a Mason. Just as autumn brings cooler days and
the vibrant beauty of the season, so too does it offer an opportunity for introspection and renew-
al, hallmarks of our Masonic journey. The harvest season, symbolic of the fruits of labor, reflects
the work we invest in ourselves and in the Craft.

This September, we were pleased to confer several meaningful and well-attended degrees.
Congratulations to Brother Carlos Alfaro, who has been raised to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason, and to Brother Abtin Hassani, who was passed to the Fellowcraft Degree. Their dedica-
tion and growth are a testament to the enduring strength and spirit of our Lodge.

We are also preparing to welcome William Foster, who is scheduled to receive his Entered Ap-
prentice Degree on 10/13. We look forward to initiating him into the Light of Freemasonry and
supporting him on the journey ahead.

Please mark your calendar for our October Stated Meeting on October 8th. A delicious dinner
will be served featuring Roasted Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables, and a de-
lightful dessert to follow. As always, come hungry and ready to enjoy fellowship in the true spirit
of brotherhood.

Additionally, we’re excited to announce our annual Oktoberfest Fall Festival taking place on Fri-
day, October 11th. This is a wonderful opportunity to share seasonal fun with our Masonic fami-
ly and community. More details will be sent via email soon — so stay tuned!

As we move further into the fall season, we may continue to labor in the quarries of self-
improvement, brotherly love, and service to others. Let us not only celebrate the growth of our
Lodge but also rededicate ourselves to the values that unite us as Masons. Whether in degree
work, festive gatherings, or simply sharing a meal, each moment together strengthens the
bonds of our fraternity. We look forward to seeing you in Lodge — and as always, may peace
and harmony prevail.

Sincerely and fraternally,

Deoung Jomes., Jr. Warden




John Scofield, P.M.
Hallboard President

My Brothers & Friends,
Lodge Update: Preparing for Fall

Seasonal Changes and Grounds Maintenance
Fall is approaching, and the oak trees at the lodge are getting ready for their annual leaf drop. These leaves will be
collected and used to create compost, contributing to the sustainability of our grounds.

Facility Improvements
We have successfully installed Wi-Fi repeaters throughout the lodge, resulting in a stronger and more reliable signal.
In addition, new solar light fixtures have been installed in the upper parking area. These lights are intended to
provide more comfort and safety for everyone walking to their cars at night.

Upcoming Projects
To prepare for the winter rains, | have contacted three companies to obtain quotes for sealing the patio roof. Once
the quotes are received, we will move forward with sealing the roof, which will be our final major project for the year.

Lodge Beautification Efforts
Work continues enhancing the lodge’s appearance. Please keep an eye for an upcoming announcement regarding a
fundraiser to support these efforts. | have begun removing some plants and have sown additional seeds in
anticipation of a vibrant spring bloom.

Fall Garden Plantings
A small fall garden has been planted, with the hope of harvesting carrots, lettuce, beets, cabbage, broccoli, and
Brussel sprouts by November for everyone to enjoy. The focus will remain on cultivating flowering plants that can be
cut and brought into the lodge to brighten our shared spaces.

Maintenance Reminder
If you notice anything broken or in need of repair, please reach out to me or Brother Bob Jackson so we can address
it promptly.

Conclusion
That’s all for now. Enjoy the fall season!

Respectfully submitted,

Jehm deofield, PV

Hall Board President and “Resident Horticulturist”




Herbert “Tom” Tompkins, I, P.M. (Lynn)........cooooiiiiii e, Master

Bruce Gavin (Sharon)..........ccoiiiiiii Senior Warden
Douglas F. Jones (Heather)..........coooiiiiii e Junior Warden
Edward E. Rose, PM (Elaing) ..., Treasurer
Bob Jackson (Terri) ...oeee e Secretary
Christopher GIoDIS ... Chaplain
JOhN Scofield, P.M. ... Senior Deacon
Steven M. Rankin (Rae).........coooiiiiiii Junior Deacon
Cris BryCeson (JOY)... .o Marshal
Mike Ramirez (Jordan)...........coooiiiiiiiiii e Senior Steward
Tom Angello (Theresa)........covvniiiiii e, Junior Steward
George SimS (KM ). ... o Tiler
Tom Tompkins, lll, PM (Lynn) ..o, Head Candidates Coach
Jeffery E. Robertson, PM (Angela) ..., Officers Coach

Harding San Juan Lodge, No. 579 F. & A.M.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 594, Citrus Heights, CA 95611
Street Address - 5944 San Juan Avenue
Citrus Heights, CA 95610-6509
Web Site: www.hardingsanjuan.com

Email: harddingsanjuan@gmail.com

Trestle Board Editor, Bob Jackson



October 2025

October 2025

Birthdays Masonic Anniversaries
Craig Peach 1 Marvin Johnson 61
Aaron Crosby 5 Milo Johnson, Jr. 57
Carl Yeager S Christopher [Milan 9
Gunasundran |Pillay 6 Jon Nanbu 28
Douglas Milan 8 Edvard Nazaryan 8
Eugene Hoover 9 James Rae, PM 61
Paul Cary, PM 10 Dennis Redding 38
Robert Nield 11 Jeffrey Stevens 22
Brent Sloan 11 Douglas Veale, PM 50
John Williamson 15 Leonard Whipple, Jr. 47
David Pond 17
Douglas Veale. PM 1/ “All my aprons are at the
Chase Armer 18 cleaners.” /
Harry Brown 18
Willie Seirer, Sr..PM 19
Joseph Davis, PM 20
Gered Brown 21
Larry Gore 21
Harry Williams 23
Subi Qalliu 25 o
Virgil Altstatt 28
Wm. Martin [Haley 28 “ n u
Gregory Treible, P.M. 30
Harold Bussard 31 OCtOber 2025
Robert Loehr
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Stated Meeting and Dinner October 8, 2025

b
Roast Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes

with seasonal vegetables & salad bar.
and a delightful Desert.

Please RSVP early so we have an accurate head count for food.
www.hardingsanjuan.com

6:00 - Social

6:30 - Dinner

7:30 Open Program before the Stated Meeting

Bring your family and friends to have dinner and socialize with us at the
San Juan Masonic Center in Citrus Heights.

We are located at 5944 San Juan Ave at Lea Ave.

Ample parking available.

Reservations must be in by Saturday, 10/04/2025.
My Brothers & Sisters
January Stated Meeting Dinner, Please make your
Reservations online by going to
www.hardingsanjuan.com
And go to the Store button to make your reservations.




You're Invited!

Bring your family and friends to have breakfast and socialize with us
at the Harding San Juan Masonic Lodge in Citrus Heights
We are located at 5944 San Juan Ave at Northlea

This is the Best Breakfast West of Reno for only a small $5 Donation
Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Toast, Pancakes, Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy

Saturday, October 25, 2025 from 8am until 10am
Indoor and Outdoor Seating is Available, Weather Permitting




