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Tom Tompkins, P.M.

Master

Greetings from the East.
Meet Brother General Douglas Mac Arthur
Brother MacArthur was born January 26, 1880, in Little Rock Arkansas.

His father was Arthur MacArthur, a decorated Civil War veteran. Brother MacArthur graduated top of his class at West Point in 1903.
He served in the Philippines where he joined Manila # 1 Masonic Lodge and was initiated January 17, 1936. Brother MacArthur
received his degrees of Masonry in Manila Philippines and was also a 32" degree Scottish Rite Mason and was honored with the
331 degree in Scottish Rite. He was also a Knight Templar member of York Rite.

Brother MacArthur was known for his brilliance, bold leadership and flair. He served in three major wars and facilitated the
reconstruction of Japan after WWII.

In WWI, Brother MacArthur received several decorations for his bravery. He often led his troops of the 42nd, “Rainbow” Division in
France from the front lines.

In WWII, MacArthur was appointed Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in the Southwest Pacific. In 1942, while commanding
troops in the Philippines, the Chinese forces forced MacArthur to retreat to Australia but promised the people of the Philippines ‘I
shall Return”, which he did in 1944 during the liberation campaign.

In the Korean War, Brother MacArthur was appointed commander of the United Nations forces and oversaw the Inchon landing
which changed the course of the war.

In his farewell address to congress in 1951, Brother MacArthur stated “old soldiers never die: they just fade away”. MacArthur
passed away on April 5, 1964, in Washington D.C at the age of 84. He is buried in Norfolk Virginia.

Please join us for November 12th, stated meeting dinner and program. We will be awarding Worshipful Douglas Veale his 50-year
pin. Dinner will be served at 6:30 PM. Please refer to our Junior Warden’s article to see our awesome menu. Our presentation will
immediately follow dinner in the lodge room.

Until next time

Fraternally,

Tom Tomph’ms, Master




Bruce Gavin

Senior Warden

Greetings from the West

What is the ashlar in Free Masonry? An ashlar is a stone in its rude and natural state as mined
from a quarry to be used in construction as an alternative to bricks or other building materials.
After removing it from the quarry, stonemasons use chisels and other tools to refine and smooth
the rough stone to give it a more finished appearance. No two ashlars are identical. What
matters is the steady work of carving away that which is unnecessary to reveal the strength and
beauty within.

Ashlars are crafted to fit together tightly, with little mortar, and are laid in horizontal layers,
creating strong and sturdy structures. Only through this careful process does it become a perfect
ashlar and fit to form an integral part of a sturdy and enduring structure.

Speculative Masons use the ashlar as a symbol of their Masonic journey from Entered
Apprentice to Master Mason.  The use of ashlars in Freemasonry dates back centuries, with
lodge inventories referencing their presence nearly four hundred years ago.

The rough ashlar is a powerful symbol of transformation within Freemasonry. It is a reminder that
we are all works in progress, constantly refining our character and working toward becoming the
best version of ourselves. As we continue to shape and smooth our ashlar, we build a solid
foundation not just for our own lives but for the betterment of our communities and our fraternity.

Ashlars are the two blocks of granite seen in many masonic Temples. The rough ashlar
represents a man before he is initiated as a Freemason. It signifies that he is coarse and waiting
to be crafted into a useful stone. As a Mason works on his craft and shapes himself into a man of
service and integrity, he is smoothed into a perfect ashlar. When we look upon the ashlars in the
lodge room, we see the embodiment of what we have been and what we hope to become.

The ashlar is introduced in the first degree of Masonry and is intended to represent our
imperfections. In this ritual, the ashlar is perfected and prepared to be used in the construction of
the Mason’s temple. It is dressed and smoothed by carving away the unnecessary layers of
stone. To become a good and useful man, the lesson is clear: we must shed our habits and traits
that prevent us from building our own temple, from becoming a good and just man.

Fraternally,

Bruuce Gamin. Senior Warden
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Autumn Greetings, Brethren, the coolness of fall has finally arrived, bringing with it the crisp air
and refreshing rains we’ve all been waiting for. It’s that time of year when we can pause, take a
deep breath, and enjoy the beauty and calm that this pleasant season brings.

In October, we were delighted to welcome a new Brother, Bill Foster, who received his Entered
Apprentice Degree, initiating him into the Light of Freemasonry and marking the start of his jour-
ney through the Craft. Please join us in congratulating Brother Foster and supporting him as he
continues along the path of Masonic learning and growth.

Last month’s Oktoberfest Fall Festival was another wonderful example of good Masons working
together to create an evening of great food, fun, and laughter. The menu was delicious, the at-
mosphere cheerful, and the company even better. Events like these remind us how meaningful
it is to gather with our Masonic family and community, celebrating both the season and the
bonds we share.

Looking ahead, please mark your calendars for our November 12th Stated Meeting. We'll be
hosting a special Tri-Tip dinner with baked potatoes, seasonal vegetables, dinner rolls, and des-
sert cake and ice cream to top it all off. This meal will be dedicated to Brother Doug Veale, who
is celebrating an incredible 50 years of Masonry. Come hungry and ready to enjoy an evening
of good fellowship as we honor Brother Veale and his lifelong dedication to our fraternity. Also,
please make sure to RSVP so we can plan to have enough food for everyone.

As we settle into the heart of fall, let’s take a moment to enjoy not just the cool air and vibrant
leaves, but the time we spend together as Brothers. From degree work to laughter around the
dinner table, these moments remind us how Masonry continues to bring light, friendship, and
purpose into our lives.

We look forward to seeing you in Lodge and sharing in the warmth of fellowship and brotherly
love. Greetings from the South,

Sincerely and fraternally,

Deoung Jemes., Jr. Warden




John Scofield, P.M.
Hallboard President

My Brothers & Friends,

San Juan Hallboard Update

Seasonal Reflections

Greetings from your San Juan Hallboard! The weather has certainly been unpredictable lately —
shifting from heat to cool temperatures and then to rain. This fluctuation is typical for this time of
year. As the leaves continue to fall, preparations are underway for the upcoming spring. Compost
is being made, and additional seeds have been planted in anticipation of vibrant spring flowers.

Lodge Maintenance

Things are running smoothly around the Lodge. All systems are functioning well, and recent
heater tests have gone off without a hitch. While there was a slight odor at first as the heaters
burned off accumulated dust, everything is now in order.

Upcoming Projects

Currently, bids are being collected for the patio roof project. Although this appears to be a costly
undertaking, it is a necessary improvement for the Lodge and will be addressed accordingly.

Seasonal Greetings

Wishing everyone a happy fall season!

Respectfully submitted,

Jebum deefield, PV

Hallboard President and “Resident Horticulturist”
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Email: harddingsanjuan@gmail.com
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November 2025 November 2025
Birthdays Masonic Anniversaries
David Carter 2 Ariben Maglalang 1
Bruce Gavin 4 Vasiliy Shchekaturov 4
Douglas Nickell, PM 5 Gunasundran Pillay 8
Wayne Steving, PM 11 Brian Vierria 9
Thomas Awalt, PM 12 Andrew Sanchez 10
Vincent Dorsett 16 Justin Whitsell 14
Zacary Rubal 16 Barry Blum 15
Steven, PM Metheny 17 Creg MacFarlane 15
Bruce Estrada 17 Clifford Howe 17
Richard Duffy, P.M. 18 Jess Shrum, Jr., PM 27
Brian Cummins, PM 19 Jeffery Potts 39
Christopher Milan 20 Clarence Ward, PM 39
Sean Blasy 24 Merle Hutton 42
Blair Williams, PM 24 Craig Thordsen 46
Paul Steinkamp, PM 25 Larry Gore 47
James Rae, PM 25 Glyndell Williams 48
Robert Kerr 25 Lonzo Frizzell 53
Julius Cadorna,PM 27 Harold Simmons 58
David Hahn 28 Ronald Swan 61
Scott Morrison, Jr., PM Claire Cook 65
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Stated Meeting and Dinner November 12, 2025

Tri-Tip dinner with baked potatoes, seasonal
vegetables, dinner rolls, and dessert cake
and ice cream to top it all off.

Please RSVP early so we have an accurate head count for food.
www.hardingsanjuan.com
6:00 - Social
6:30 - Dinner
7:30 Open Program before the Stated Meeting
Bring your family and friends to have dinner and socialize with us at the
San Juan Masonic Center in Citrus Heights.
We are located at 5944 San Juan Ave at Lea Ave.
Ample parking available.
My Brothers & Sisters
Reservations must be in by Saturday, 11/8/2025.
November Stated Meeting, Please make your
Reservations online by going to
www.hardingsanjuan.com

and go to the Store button to make reservations.
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You're Invited!

Bring your family and friends to have breakfast and socialize with us
at the Harding San Juan Masonic Lodge in Citrus Heights
We are located at 5944 San Juan Ave at Northlea

This is the Best Breakfast West of Reno for only a small $5 Donation
Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Toast, Pancakes, Waffles, Biscuits & Gravy

Saturday, November 22, 2025 from 8am until 10am
Indoor and Outdoor Seating is Available, Weather Permitting
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Assisted Living
and Memory Care,
Elevated

PwThem

AVILION i

AT THE MASONIC HOMES

Welcome home! The Masonic Home at Union City is pleased to announce the grand
opening of its new Pavilion, where those who need memory care and assistance with day-to-day
living can enjoy comfortable living quarters in a beautiful, community-minded atmosphere.

Our person-centered philosophy of care offers residents the opportunity to live their best life safely,
with a helping hand when needed. From a rousing card game, an event in our communal living

spaces, or just relaxing in their beautiful new apartments, residents find that the Pavilion offers a
haven for their body, mind, and soul.

Call to schedule a tour today: 3 Masonic Homes
(888) 466-3642 of California

34400 Mission Blvd. in Union City, CA Masonichome.org
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