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Greetings from the East. 

First, congratulations to Brother Aptin 

Hassani for being our newest Entered Apprentice Mason. Brother Aptin has taken his 

first step in his Masonic journey and will surely be a great asset for our lodge. Also, 

Brother Carlos Alfaro passed to the degree of Fellowcraft. Brother Alfaro continues to 

be involved in activities of our lodge and offers to help on all occasions. 

Congratulations to you both. 

Interesting reading, the relationship of Pythagoras and Freemasonry. Pythagoras was 

a ancient Greek philosopher and mathematician who lived around the 6
th
 Century 

BC. He is best known for the Pythagorean theorem, which deals with the relationship 

between the sides of a right-angles triangle. 

Freemasonry emerged in its modern form in the 17
th
 and 18

th
 centuries. Its origins lie 

in the medieval stonemasonry guilds, and it incorporates symbolism and rituals 

inspired by various historical and philosophical traditions. 

Freemasonry employs allegory and symbolism to convey moral and ethical 

teachings, many of which are based on elements of ancient philosophy, including 

Pythagorean ideas. 

Even though Pythagoras was not a mason, his teaching greatly influences our ritual 

and our goals of “making good men better”. 

 

Until next time 

Fraternally, 

Tom Tompkins, Master 

June 
Tom Tompkins, P.M. 

Master 
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               Bruce Gavin 
                         Senior Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from the West 

Why is our Compass opened on the Altar in a 60-degree angle? 

The sum of angles in a Triangle is 180 degrees.  Three 60-degree angles define an equilateral 

triangle where each of the three sides is equal to the others.  It is a symbol of Balance and 

Moderation.  This represents the Christian concept of the Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

where God exists as three persons in one. 

Freemasons emphasize the significance of the number three and the three principles of 

Harmony, Balance and Perfection.  The equilateral triangle visually represents this concept.  This 

is further reflected in the three degrees of Masonry, the three great lights of Masonry, and the 

three supports of Masonry. 

For Masons, the compass symbolizes the need to keep our desires and passions within due 

bounds, which leads to a balanced and virtuous life.  The compass is used to draw a circle which 

is interpreted as a boundary or limit signifying the need to stay within ethical and moral 

guidelines. 

Our ancient brethren placed the equilateral triangle on the altar.  Today we use the compass that 

opened at 60 degrees.  Uniting the two points of the extended compass with a straight line forms 

the equilateral triangle. 

A circle of any size is comprised of 360 degrees.  A chord drawn between two points at 60 

degrees around the circle is the same length as the circle radius.  Setting the compass to this 

chord, six points are located on the circle.  Joining these adjacent six points with straight lines 

produces the Hexagon within the circle.  Crossing these six points with straight lines across the 

120-degree chord produces a pair of equilateral triangles.   This is the foundation for the Seal of 

Solomon or the Shield of David, which we know today as the Star of David.  Straight lines drawn 

between opposing points of the hexagon identifies the center of the circle. 

Compass or Compasses?  In strict terms, “compass” is a navigation instrument, where 
“compasses” refers to the drawing tool, similar to “pair of scissors” or “pair of trousers” which are 
both singular items.  Early masonic rituals do not show any marked preference for either form.  
Prichard's Masonry Dissected of 1730 uses the singular four times and the plural once.  Three 
Distinct Knocks published in 1760 has the plural form seven times and the singular twice.  Jachin 
and Boaz, which appeared in 1762, shows a slight preference for the singular over the plural by 
five to four.  In California, F&AM uses “compass” where Eastern Star uses “compasses.” 

 

 Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Bruce Gavin, Sr.. Warden  
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Greetings from the South. 

Reflections from the Lake Tahoe Leadership Retreat, In May, I had the privilege of attending 

the Leadership Retreat held in the breathtaking setting of Lake Tahoe. Surrounded by na-

ture’s beauty and the calming atmosphere of the mountains, the retreat provided the perfect 

backdrop for learning, connection, and reflection. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of the retreat was the opportunity to reconnect with famil-

iar faces and form new friendships. The camaraderie shared among Brothers from different 

Lodges fostered a spirit of unity that I hope will endure for years to come. The bonds we built 

over these few days feel like the beginnings of lifelong friendships. 

Beyond the fellowship, the retreat was filled with valuable lessons and fresh perspectives. Ma-

sonic principles were brought to life through engaging presentations from the Grand Lodge 

and thoughtful contributions from Brothers representing neighboring Lodges. The exchange of 

ideas was both inspiring and enlightening. 

I attended several general sessions and participated in breakout discussions where we dove 

deep into topics that resonated personally and collectively. These smaller group sessions 

struck a chord with me - they allowed for honest dialogue and actionable insights. 

I left the retreat energized and full of ideas, many of which I am eager to bring back to my 

Lodge. With thoughtful implementation, I believe these concepts can enhance our work and 

strengthen our brotherhood for years to come. 

I am grateful for the experience, the teachings, and most of all, the shared commitment to be-

coming better leaders and better Masons. 

 

Sincerely and fraternally,  

Doug Jones, Jr. Warden 

 

 

Doug Jones 

Junior Warden 
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John Scofield, P.M. 

Hallboard President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My Brothers & Friends, 

Greetings from your San Juan Hallboard 

Well, summer is quickly approaching as the weather is changing. The Hallboard had their 
quarterly meeting, and we have some projects lined up for this summer. 

First off, we will be replacing the kitchen sink. We will be using a stainless-steel sink with a new, 
and hopefully, much easier to use faucet. Also, we will replace the garbage disposal. This project 
will be done in one day so it should be of no inconvenience to you. 

Come July we will be adding some lighting fixtures in the parking lot. Having been here thru many 
nights I have located a few dead spots and the lights at the entrance and exit driveways are 
inadequate. I have been in touch and working with customer service at Swann to replace 2 of our 
security cameras which have become defective. Then when fall approaches and before any rain 
we will be resealing our patio roof. It has been several years since we first sealed it and it is due. 
There are many leaks.  

Everyone, I want to remind you that the patio can be used for any of your events. Just let me 
know ahead of time and I can have it cleaned off and ready to go. Remember we do have misters 
around the edge to help keep it cooler in the hot summer months. 

Finally, our garden, well Spring is over. I hope every one of you will be able to visit your garden 
this spring. We had an awesome Spring flowering. As I cut back, I am still planting more stuff. For 
the cooks that prepare meals here I have started an herb garden. I have Italian Oregano, Basil, 
curly parsley, some mint and English Thyme. There are also 2 Beefsteak tomato plants. In a 
couple weeks or so you should be able to harvest the herbs a bit longer for the tomatoes, 
however. Diane Duffy has given us some strawberry shoots, and I will get those in the ground as 
soon as possible. I have Iris's to plant and many more plants that you our members have 
donated. Thank you so much for the donations, be sure to check out the Hollyhocks. I noticed 
that they are just starting to bloom.  

Watch for cut flowers in the lodge, I hope to bring some color into the building.  

Well, I think that is it from your Hallboard. Have an awesome summer everyone. 

Respectfully submitted 

 John Scofield, PM 

Hall Board President and “Resident Horticulturist” 
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2025 HSJ Lodge Officers 

Herbert “Tom” Tompkins, III, P.M. (Lynn)…………………….………………...Master 

Bruce Gavin (Sharon)…………………………………………………..Senior Warden 

Douglas F. Jones (Heather)..…………………………….…………….Junior Warden 

Edward E. Rose, PM (Elaine) ……………………………………………….Treasurer 

Bob Jackson (Terri) …………..………………………………………………Secretary 

Christopher Globis ….…..……………………………………………………..Chaplain 

John Scofield, P.M. ………...…………………………….…………….Senior Deacon 

Steven M. Rankin (Rae)……….………………………………………. Junior Deacon 

Cris Bryceson (Joy)... …………………………………………………………. Marshal 

Mike Ramirez (Jordan)…...…………………………………………… Senior Steward 

Tom Angello (Theresa)………………………………………………....Junior Steward 

George Sims (Kim)…. …………………………………………………………….. Tiler 

Tom Tompkins, III, PM (Lynn) …………………………..… Head Candidates Coach 

Jeffery E. Robertson, PM (Angela)  …………………………………..Officers Coach 

Harding San Juan Lodge, No. 579 F. & A.M. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 594, Citrus Heights, CA 95611 

Street Address - 5944 San Juan Avenue 

Citrus Heights, CA 95610-6509 

Web Site: www.hardingsanjuan.com 

Email: harddingsanjuan@gmail.com 

Trestle Board Editor, Bob Jackson 
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June Stated Meeting Dinner 

June 2025 

Masonic Anniversaries 

June 2025 

Birthdays 

Roger O'Hagan 2 

Craig Thordsen 3 

Joe Chastain 9 

Michael Sellick. PM 10 

Leonard Whipple, Jr. 10 

Clarence Ward, PM 11 

Jefferson Henson. II 13 

O'Bryant Hall 13 

Thomas Nickens 14 

LeAunta Patterson 17 

William Boone, Jr. 21 

Rolf Owre, PM 21 

Derek McDaniels 26 

Edvard Nazaryan 27 

David Elder 30 

Brent Sloan 2 

Carl Yeager 6 

Christopher Meadows 6 

Anthony Hodges 11 

Michael Nichols 11 

Steven Loebach 13 

Christopher Riffe, PM 15 

Clifford Howe 17 

James Watt, PM 19 

Benjamin Schwartz 20 

William Maneely 22 

Christopher Tompkins 23 

Edward Vandiver, PM 26 

Lloyd Minor, PM 35 

Floyd Kuderer 37 

David Pond 43 

Thomas Nickens 45 

David Schwartz 46 

Thomas Tapp, PM 46 

Glyndell Williams 48 

Robert Loehr 56 

Daniel Scott, PM 57 

Michael Sellick. PM 65 

Joseph Millican, PM 66 

BBQ Tri-Tip, Baked Potatoes,
Seasonal Vegetables & Salad.
Peach Crisp for desert
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June 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

6PM - Executive Mtg 

7PM - Practice 

3 4 

6:00PM - Practice 

5 6 7 
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9 

7PM -  Practice 

10 11 

6:30PM - HSJ Dinner 

8:00PM - Stated Mtg 

12 

 

13 14 

 

15 

 

16 

7PM -  Practice 

17 

 

18 

7pm - OSI * @ ? Lodge 

19 20 21 

 

22 

 

23 

7PM  Practice 

24 

 

25 Practice (Fellowship) 

 

 

26 

 

27 28 

8AM  - 10AM  

Lodge - Breakfast 

29 

 

30 

7PM -  Practice 

     

HARDING SAN JUN LODGE 

CALENDAR 


