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Greetings from the East. 

The rough and perfect Ashlar 

In Freemasonry, the ashlars are representative of a mason’s journey in our craft. 

The rough ashlar represents the imperfect state of a new mason. The rough ashlar is a stone in its natural 

state; it represents a new mason’s lack of experience and masonic knowledge. In operative masonry the 

rough ashlar was cut and raised by apprentice masons, under the supervision of fellowcraft masons who 

were more experienced craftsmen. In operative masonry the rough ashlar represents an undressed, 

unprepared stone. In speculative masonry, a rough ashlar represents the uninitiated mason before he 

becomes enlightened. 

The perfect ashlar is a dressed stone that has been shaped, smoothed and made uniform with a mallet, 

(gavel) chisel and other working tools of a master mason. The perfect ashlar is a symbol of Freemasons who 

work to achieve a purposeful, principled and righteous life and does all he can to be enlightened. A mason’s 

lifelong journey that he never really achieves. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please remember that there are no stated meeting dinners in July and August.  Our July and August stated 

meetings start at 8:00 PM and the dress is casual, no speedos please. 

Mark your calendar for your lodge picnic, July 12th. Hot dogs and hamburgers with all the fixings, plenty of 

side dishes and lots of ice cream and hot fudge. There may be a game of Corn Hole or two and lots of fun. 

Please RSVP to me;  Tom Tompkins, avalt@comcast.net, (916) 961-3670 and let me know what side dish 

you would like to bring. 

Thank you for your continued support of our food bank, please remember the less fortunate who are our 

neighbors. 

 

Until next time 

Fraternally, 

Tom Tompkins, Master 

 

July-August 
Tom Tompkins, P.M. 

Master 

mailto:avalt@comcast.net
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               Bruce Gavin 
                         Senior Warden 

 

 

 

Greetings from the West 

Ecclesiastes 12:1-7  is the basis for the 3rd 

Degree perambulation, but what does it 

mean? 

One can safely assume that the author of Ecclesiastes is King Solomon, as the writer identifies 

himself as “the son of David, King of Jerusalem.” 

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years 

draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.”  This alludes to the fact that as we 

grow older, each of us fondly remembers the glorious days of our youth when all things were 

possible. 

“While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after 

the rain.”   Failing eyesight is one of the first signs of aging. The cloud and rain reference alludes 

to a longer period of rest and recuperation after activity. 

“In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble” refers to the hands, arms and legs that 

tremble with age.   

 

“And the strong men shall bow themselves” As we age, our spine contracts and we are no longer 

able to stand tall. 

“And the grinders cease because they are few” Refers to tooth loss in old age. 

“And those that look out of the windows be darkened” Refers to failing eyesight. 

“And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low” Refers to 

hearing loss.  The elderly no longer can hear the noisiness of life. 

“And he shall rise up at the voice of the bird” Means that a long period of sleep is no longer 

necessary and rising early becomes the norm. 

“And all the daughters of music shall be brought low” Age brings on changes to the vocal chords 

making them thicker.  The elderly voice is no longer melodious, sounding more guttural. 

“Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high” In youth, we easily scaled heights that in 

age, we are afraid to attempt. 

“And fears shall be in the way” The elderly are often more timid and apprehension is a common 

trait. 

“And the almond tree shall flourish” The almond tree’s blossoms are white flowers which refers to 

our hair becoming white or gray as we age. 

The second part of the Perambulation will on the next page. 
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Part two of the Perambulation: 

“And the grasshopper shall be a burden”: In youth, hope is abundant. Farmers during Solomon's era 

were concerned about grasshopper plagues. Recovery from disasters can be more challenging for 

the elderly, as aging often results in reduced muscle strength, making even small tasks difficult. 

“And desire shall fail”: Youthful dreams and aspirations often come with the expectation of fulfill-

ment. As time progresses, it becomes evident that one's remaining days are limited. 

“Because man goeth to his long home”: This phrase refers to the grave. 

“And the mourners go about the streets”: In ancient times, official mourners would publicly an-

nounce the death of individuals. 

“Or ever the silver cord be loosed”: This phrase alludes to the spinal cord. With age, the muscles 

supporting the back weaken. 

“Or the golden bowl be broken”: The golden bowl symbolizes the human skull, with the breaking im-

plying a decline in mental faculties often seen in conditions like senility and Alzheimer's disease. 

“Or the pitcher be broken at the fountain”: This refers to the inability to urinate despite the desire. 

“Or the wheel broken at the cistern”: The wheel represents the heart, while the cistern signifies 

blood circulation. If the heart fails, the blood cannot circulate, leading to life cessation. 

“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”: 

Masons use the internment scripture passage, “Earth to Earth, Ashes to Ashes, Dust to Dust” in fu-

neral orations. As the body decomposes, earthly remains merge with the soil and the spirit returns 

to God. 

When candidates for the Master Mason Degree hear Ecclesiastes 12, they might perceive this part 

as somber, as it details the physical body's aging and deterioration. It is hoped that these descrip-

tions will prompt candidates to reflect on their life choices. 

Masonry advocates living a virtuous life, emphasizing brotherhood and unity, which enrich living ex-
periences. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 



4 

 

Greetings from the South, 

As we approach the onset of summer, I extend my sincere greetings and best 

wishes. We have thus far been fortunate with a gradual transition into the sea-

son, avoiding the intensely hot weather typically experienced. Nevertheless, it is important to remain vigilant—

ensure you stay hydrated and protect yourself from excessive sun exposure. As Masons, we are committed to not only each 

other's welfare but also our own. 

June was a month marked by significant activity and fellowship within our Lodge, and I am pleased to report that the spirit of 

brotherhood remains robust. 

We commenced with a community Rummage Sale, which turned our Lodge grounds into a hub of gathering and goodwill. The 

Order of the Eastern Star utilized the Lodge Room, while we facilitated simultaneous sales on the patio and in the parking lot. 

Brother Gavin and I had the privilege of preparing and serving all-beef hot dogs and nachos—simple fare offered in the spirit of 

hospitality and service. Although the event did not attract as many attendees as expected, the presence of community mem-

bers who came to browse, purchase, and share kind words reminded us that our doors are open to all, not just Masons. 

A notable highlight of the month was the 136th Installation of Officers for Job’s Daughters Bethel No. 292, hosted at our Lodge. 

The ceremony was beautifully conducted and well-attended by Bethel Daughters from across the region, along with the dedicat-

ed adult leaders who contribute greatly to our Masonic family's youth. The installation included three choir members, twelve 

appointed officers, and three elected officers, among them my daughter, Reagan Jones, who was installed as Honored Queen. 

Her grace and composure throughout the evening filled me with pride both as a father and as a Mason. I extend my heartfelt 

appreciation to the Brothers who attended this meaningful event, demonstrating our strong commitment to supporting appen-

dant bodies and youth orders. 

Additionally, we witnessed Brother Carlos Alfaro demonstrate his proficiency in the Fellowcraft Degree. His dedication to his 

Masonic journey is commendable, and we look forward to his Raising to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason this September. 

Let us show our support for him as others once supported us, illustrating that the Light of our Fraternity continues to shine 

through the progress of each new Brother. 

Though not directly related to Harding San Juan, I recognized several familiar faces at the Southern Shrimp Boil hosted by the 

Order of Quetzalcoatl. The event was well attended, vibrant, and it was delightful to see members from various youth orders—

Rainbow, DeMolay, and our own Bethel 292 - assisting with service. It was a pleasure to contribute both in the kitchen and out-

side. Such events remind us of the broader Masonic community we belong to and the joy derived from working together in unity 

and fellowship. 

As we look forward to the upcoming months, may we sustain this momentum of labor, fellowship, and Masonic purpose. Let us 

be diligent stewards of our Lodge and visible beacons in our communities, embodying the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief, 

and Truth in all our endeavors. 

Until we reconvene in Lodge or in service, may the Great Architect of the Universe continue to bless you and your families with 

peace, strength, and light. 

 

Sincerely and fraternally,  

Doug Jones, Jr. Warden 

Doug Jones 

Junior Warden 



5 

John Scofield, P.M. 

Hallboard President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My Brothers & Friends, 

Greetings from your San Juan Hallboard 

A few updates for you. As most of you have seen, the new sink, faucet and garbage disposal has been 
installed in the kitchen before it started cracking again, thanks to our handyman, ME and Mike Grigshy. I 
believe you will have fewer problems with using the new faucet. PLEASE NO HARSH CHEMICALS ON 
THE SINK. SOFT SCRUB ONLY. Also, Mike repaired, textured and painted the wall where the new 
electoral panel was replaced in the hall by the men’s bathroom. I would also like to thank the crew who 
came out to help split and stack the rest of the wood we had large stumps that needed splitting. Thank 
you, guys, your help was greatly appreciated during our lodge workday. I have also received the new 
switch for our pantry room lights and should have it installed by the time you read this. This month’s new 
project will be some additional lighting for the upper parking lot and better lights for the entrance and exit 
areas of the parking lot. We are also installing additional Wi-Fi receivers to enhance our network security 
cameras. 

Additionally, I would like to remind everyone that we have general maintenance checks throughout the 
property in the upcoming weeks. This was included in evaluating the condition of the HVAC systems and 
ensuring everything is in proper working order before the peak of summer heat. If you have any specific 
concerns about areas that might need attention, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Don't forget our patio area is available for your functions. Just give me a few days’ notice so I can have 
the area cleaned up and ready for you and make sure you schedule it with the rental/Lease manager, Bob 
Jackson. Remember if you see something that is broken or not working, please let me know. 

If you happen to wander out back, you will see how well all the plants are doing. The garden now has a fig 
tree planted and a loquat tree also. It might take a year or two before we have fruit, but it is coming. We 
also have tomatoes, and 6 different types of peppers planted. 

Be looking for baskets of those on the counter and please help yourself. They are for the benefit of our 
members. I also have sweet basil oregano thyme and parsley happening. Please help yourself. Well, 
that’s it for now, enjoy your summer and stay cool. 

I will also be installing a new Masonic flag to replace the one that the wind just beats up. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 John Scofield, PM 

Hall Board President and “Resident Horticulturist” 
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2025 HSJ Lodge Officers 

Herbert “Tom” Tompkins, III, P.M. (Lynn)…………………….………………...Master 

Bruce Gavin (Sharon)…………………………………………………..Senior Warden 

Douglas F. Jones (Heather)..…………………………….…………….Junior Warden 

Edward E. Rose, PM (Elaine) ……………………………………………….Treasurer 

Bob Jackson (Terri) …………..………………………………………………Secretary 

Christopher Globis ….…..……………………………………………………..Chaplain 

John Scofield, P.M. ………...…………………………….…………….Senior Deacon 

Steven M. Rankin (Rae)……….………………………………………. Junior Deacon 

Cris Bryceson (Joy)... …………………………………………………………. Marshal 

Mike Ramirez (Jordan)…...…………………………………………… Senior Steward 

Tom Angello (Theresa)………………………………………………....Junior Steward 

George Sims (Kim)…. …………………………………………………………….. Tiler 

Tom Tompkins, III, PM (Lynn) …………………………..… Head Candidates Coach 

Jeffery E. Robertson, PM (Angela)  …………………………………..Officers Coach 

Harding San Juan Lodge, No. 579 F. & A.M. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 594, Citrus Heights, CA 95611 

Street Address - 5944 San Juan Avenue 

Citrus Heights, CA 95610-6509 

Web Site: www.hardingsanjuan.com 

Email: harddingsanjuan@gmail.com 

Trestle Board Editor, Bob Jackson 
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July 2025 

Masonic Anniversaries 

July 2025 

Birthdays 

Charles Hancock 2 

Donald Ekstrom 3 

Benjamin Schwartz 5 

Justin Whitsell 7 

Jeffery Potts 8 

Michael Riley 9 

George Sims 10 

James Myers 12 

Dennis Micheletti 12 

Darrell Redding 14 

Clifford Howe 15 

Billy Mayfield 15 

Eugene Weekes 19 

John Senuca 19 

Kenneth Hunt 20 

Bill Boxell, Jr.,PM 26 

Floyd Kuderer 31 

Mark Allen 31 

James Jackson 31 

Harold Simmons 57 

Douglas Milan 45 

William Boone, Jr. 40 

Thomas Wentz, PM 33 

George Vela 32 

Harold Bussard 28 

Steven Metheny, PM 27 

Kevin Seirer 25 

Willie Seirer, Jr 25 

Robert Nield 17 

Harold Werle, PM 44 

Jefferson Henson, II 22 

August 2025 

Masonic Anniversaries 

August 2025 

Birthdays 

Roy Dutter 1 

Leigh Leidig 8 

Scott Rathburn 8 

Ronald, PM Dodrill 10 

Kevin Kemper 10 

Gary Roberts 10 

Jeffrey Stevens 12 

Jay Hyde 13 

Arthur Hawkins 16 

Michael Robertson, PM 16 

Tommy Caster 17 

Gary Macauley, PM 17 

Wayne Getz 18 

James Watt, PM 19 

William Freeze 22 

Barry Pavan 25 

Don McCracken, Jr. 27 

Harold Werle, PM 27 

Mark Young 28 

James Aalgaard 30 

Timothy Scott 30 
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July 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

6:00PM - Practice 

3 4 5 

 

6 

 

7 

6PM - Executive Mtg 

7PM - Practice 

8 9 

6:30PM - HSJ Dinner 

8:00PM - Stated Mtg 

10 

 

11 12 

 

13 

 

14 

7PM -  Practice 

15 

 

16 

7pm - OSI * @ ? Lodge 

17 18 19 

 

20 

 

21 

7PM  Practice 

22 

 

23 

6PM - Practice 

(Fellowship) 

24 

 

25 26 

8AM  - 10AM  

Lodge - Breakfast 

27 

 

28 

7PM -  Practice 

29 30 31   

HARDING SAN JUN LODGE 

CALENDAR 

August 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

 

3 

 

4 

6PM - Executive Mtg 

7PM - Practice 

5 6 

6:00PM - Practice 

7 

 

8 9 

 

10 

 

11 

7PM -  Practice 

12 

 

13 

8:00PM - Stated Mtg 

 

14 15 16 

 

17 

 

18 

7PM  Practice 

19 

 

20 

7pm - OSI * @ ? Lodge 

 

21 

 

22 23 

8AM  - 10AM  

Lodge - Breakfast 

24/31 

 

25 

7PM -  Practice 

26 27 

6:00PM - Practice 

28 29 30 
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